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On-Screen Calculator (TI -30XS) for the GED® Test on Computer
GED Testing Service is introducing an on-screen calculator for the GED® Mathematics Test on computer. The Texas Instrument TI-30XS Multiview Scientific calculator will be the standard on-screen calculator beginning on September 4, 2012. Before this date an on-screen calculator was not available for candidate use.

  
Why the TI-30XS was selected for use on the GED® test:

· The current approved calculator for the GED® Mathematics Test, the Casio FX260, is not available in an on-screen format.

· The TI-30XS is the same calculator that will be used for the new 2014 GED® test. 

· The functionality of the TI-30XS is easy to use and is similar to the FX260.

· The TI-30XS is one of the key standard mathematics tools used in middle and high school instruction.


Test-Takers Have Two Calculator Options Beginning September 4
Candidates who sit for the GED® Mathematics Test on computer beginning September 4, 2012 will have two options to chose from: 
· Option #1: Candidates may use the newly added on-screen TI-30XS calculator. It will be automatically available to candidates when they sit for the mathematics test.
· Option #2: Candidates may bring their own FX260 calculator to the testing center. 

Candidates will not be allowed to bring in any calculator other than the approved FX260. Candidates taking the test on paper will continue to use the FX260.
Available Resources:
GED Testing Service® is providing resources for educators and test-takers to learn more about the new on-screen calculator. Test-taker resources are built into the website where appropriate, and educator resources can be found at www.GEDtestingservice.com/educators/TICalc. 

On the educator calculator resource website, you can…
· View and download a demonstration video of the TI-30XS calculator, which can be shared with test-takers to help them become familiar with the calculator’s buttons and layout.  

· Download the video as an App for smartphones using the Android operating system.
· Link to TI-30XS on-screen software information (also called an emulator).
FAQs

When will the new on-screen calculator be available?
The on-screen TI-30XS calculator will be available for the GED® Mathematics Test on computer beginning September 4, 2012.
Why isn’t the FX260 the on-screen calculator?
The FX260 does not have an on-screen calculator.

Why was the TI-30XS chosen?
The TI-30XS was chosen for ease of use and functionality, and its similarity to the FX260. It is one of the key standard mathematics tools used in middle and high school instruction. As an added benefit, the TI-30XS will also be the same calculator used for the 2014 GED® test.

What does the switch mean for test-takers beginning September 4, 2012?
Beginning September 4, candidates taking the GED® Mathematics Test on computer will have the option to either use the on-screen TI-30XS calculator or bring in their own FX260 calculator. Candidates are not allowed to bring in any calculator other than the FX260.

Will the calculator change for GED® testing on paper beginning September 4, 2012?
There will be no change to paper GED® testing. Paper-based testing centers will continue to use the FX260 calculator.

Will FX260 calculators be provided in computer-based GED® testing centers?
No, GED Testing Service always planned to utilize an on-screen calculator for the GED® test on computer. The handheld calculators utilized to date in some computer-based testing centers were a temporary solution until an on-screen calculator could be implemented. 
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